
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Midweek Update for the week of 

March 21 – March 27, 2021 

Published March 24, 2021 

From the Pastor 

Oh!  How much we miss in-person worship!  As 

we begin Holy Week, traditionally celebrated 

with a triumphant processional of the palms at 

the beginning of Palm Sunday worship, we 

remember how much we miss the energy of 

being together as one people, infused with the 

power of God.   

But we’ve figured out how to “make do” during 

this difficult time of pandemic, this Year Like 

No Other. We have found ways to find ways to 

be together, mostly by way of the miracle of 

computers.  This week, though, you are invited 

to come by the church parking lot on Saturday, 

anytime between 12 noon and 2 pm, to pick up 

your Easter care package -- a palm branch, juice 

and Matzo for Maundy Thursday worship, 

bulletins for April and a brand new church 

directory—and (if the weather cooperates and if 

and only if you wear and mask and promise 

to stay six feet apart) a chance to maybe even 

get out of your car and say hi to some church 

friends!    

Please know that the Session is working on 

ways to begin in-person worship as soon as it is 

safe.  There is a planning team at work. We may 

start with some smaller weekday gatherings and 

eventually work up to actually having worship 

in the church building — but in-person worship 

in the building may not be possible until June or 

even July.  Our worship committee will figure 

out what to do and how.   

The news from the CDC and from the 

Minnesota Department of Health goes up and 

down – just a few weeks ago we got excited 

about starting in-person worship soon but then 

the numbers of infections in Minnesota started 

to spike (due to new variants, we are told) and 

we had to cool our jets.  We are especially 

grateful that we have two medical doctors 

among our members who can help us interpret 

data and chart a responsible course. 



God has seen us through hard times before and 

will do so again.  Please hang in there, join with 

us in prayer and worship in whatever way you 

can.  Your pastor, who has now been fully 

vaccinated, has more freedom to make visits 

now than she did in the past—and as the weather 

improves, we can get together outside.   

We can’t wait to be together in person, but we 

are going to wait until it is safe to do so.  We 

will ask for God to guide us, drawing on the 

great old hymn: 

Guide us, O, Thou Great Jehovah, pilgrims 

through this barren land.   

We are weak, but Thou art mighty, hold us 

in your powerful hand. 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, ever be 

our strength and shield,  

Ever be our strength and shield!   
 

In peace, love and patience, Pastor Heidi 

 

 
Mission Updates 

 

STEP writes in their newsletter, “Hundreds of 

St. Louis Park neighbors woke up one day 

unemployed, frightened of the unknown and 

worried about a place to live.  In addition, 

many have children who are virtually going to 

school from home.  All of this due to a deadly 

virus.  A situation out of their control. 

STEP was awarded Covid-19 relief funding 

through Hennepin County and the city of St. 

Louis Park which provided much needed 

financial and emotional relief to St. Louis Park 

neighbors and landlords.  With this increase, 

STEP was able to help 184 households with rent 

and utilities since April 2020.  This amounted 

to a total of $462,152, assisting households with 

1-6 months of rent.  In an average year STEP 

provides for 39 households - a huge increase 

during this crisis.” 

 

The people of Peace Church are happy to be a 

contributor to STEP.  Your dollars are going to 

assist many of your St. Louis Park neighbors. 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing 

special offering will be 

dedicated during worship on 

Easter Sunday.  Please give 

generously.  

 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING   

A WAY FOR US TO SERVE PEOPLE IN 

NEED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

Meet all the needs for which the world thirsts, 

O God. May your spring of justice, compassion 

and peace spring up quickly, and may it spring 

up quickly in us. Amen.  

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering has a 

69-year history as an ecumenical endeavor that 

now involves nine denominations and Church 

World Service. Founded in 1946, a goal was set 

to raise one million dollars in one hour for 

World Relief.  Denominations cooperate to help 

people in need, regardless of their religion or 

location. Today, in the wake of the countless 

domestic and international crises since COVID-



19, One Great Hour of Sharing gifts never fail 

to bring life and hope. From initial disaster 

response to ongoing community development. 

Here is a story of the work of OGHS, carried 

out through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in our 

neighboring state of South Dakota 

 

13-year-old Trinity White Plume lives on the 

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation — roughly the 

size of the state of Connecticut — there is only 

one grocery store. The South Dakota county in 

which the reservation is located, Oglala Lakota, 

has the lowest per capita income in the country 

and consistently ranks as one of the poorest 

counties in the nation. During the pandemic, 

what was already a food desert became even 

more so, heightening both the challenge of food 

accessibility for Trinity and her family as well 

as the overall need for food sovereignty among 

the Lakota people living on Pine Ridge.  

Food sovereignty is a movement growing from 

the bottom up, from the farmers, fishers, 

Indigenous peoples and landless workers most 

impacted by global hunger and poverty. 

According to the U.S. Food Sovereignty 

Alliance, food sovereignty asserts that people 

must reclaim their power in the food system by 

rebuilding the relationships between people and 

the land, and between food providers and those 

who eat. The term was introduced in 1996 at the 

World Food Summit. 

“Ever since the Standing Rock protests, we saw 

the need for really building our community’s 

strength,” said Kent Lebsock, development 

director for Owe Aku (Bring Back the Way). 

Owe Aku is a grassroots organization that 

champions putting its people in charge of their 

own food supply, nutrition, health and well-

being by reclaiming ancestral wisdom and 

teaching Lakota history and culture. “We need 

to produce a generation of new leaders who are 

going to be able to stand up and continue this 

fight,” he said. 

The PC(USA) partners with Owe Aku through 

the Presbyterian Hunger Program to do just that 

for young Trinity and other future Lakota 

leaders. 

 

 
 

Welcome Rev. Joshua Heikkila to 

Worship this Sunday 

 

There is a long tradition for missionaries 

serving overseas to come “home” to the United 

States and share news about their work. This 

week we are honored that Rev. Josh Heikkila 

will be part of Sunday’s worship. Having served 

as the PCUSA’s regional liaison for West 



Africa since 2009, Josh has been in Minnesota 

this year on furlough from his work in Ghana 

where he coordinates with church leaders there 

and in surrounding African countries. For 

example, new work in Liberia is beginning and 

Josh is helping to coordinate it.  He has been 

consulting with Peace Presbyterian as we have 

been discussing how to organize a project to 

help Liberian children.   

 

Please join us for our virtual worship service 

on Zoom and Facebook. Josh will be sharing a 

video of a Palm Sunday processional in Ghana 

and will be preaching as well. 

 

 

Upcoming Virtual Forums 
 

For over 40 years, the Westminster Forum has 

engaged the public in reflection and dialogue on 

key issues of our day from an ethical 

perspective. Their website has an extensive 

archive to explore, and their most recent Forum 

offering – End of Life with Compassion and 

Choice by Barbara Coombs Lee, can be viewed 

here: https://westminsterforum.org/forum/end-

of-life-with-compassion-and-choice/ 

The Faith & Life Lecture 

Series is a community 

service of St. Philip the 

Deacon Lutheran Church, 

located in Plymouth, 

Minnesota. The Series 

allows members of the Twin 

Cities community to hear 

nationally known speakers 

reflect on how Christian faith is related to 

different dimensions of everyday life. 

Lanecia Rouse will be speaking on Faith & Art: 

How Creativity Heals on Thursday, March 25 at 

7:00 p.m.  Click here to view the event, as well 

as videos of past speakers: https://faith-and-

life.org/media-livestream/ 

Thank you, JoAnn Schutz, for providing this 

information! 

 

 

Zoom Gatherings This Week 

 

Wednesday, March 24 

7:00-15 pm – Lent worship, on Zoom.   

7:30 pm – Lenten Bible Study on Zoom. (This 

will be the last session of the series) 

 

Thursday, March 25 – 10:30 am Zoom Bible 

Study.   We will be discussing Mark 11: 1-11, 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. 

 

Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday 

10:30 am – Worship service on Zoom.  Special 

Guest Preacher, Rev. Josh Heikkila, the 

Presbyterian denomination’s liaison to the 

church in west Africa.   
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Donna Taschner tells us that she is doing well 

as she undergoes chemotherapy.  She thanks 

everyone for your prayers, cards and good 

wishes. 

 

Brenda Martens’ son Steven contracted the 

COVID-19 virus but has recovered and is back 

at work. 

 

Judy Kirk says hello to everyone. She misses 

church terribly.  She tells us that she feels like a 

“heathen” and can’t wait until we can come 

back to church together.   

 

 

If You Have Information that needs to be in the 

weekly update such as meeting dates and times, 

special events or prayer requests, please get this 

information to our office manager Patrice by 

Wednesday morning. Please email or call 

peaceprezSLP@gmail.com or 952-545-2586. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Calendar 

 

 

This Week 

Wednesday, March 24 

7:00-15 pm – Lent worship on Zoon 

7:30 pm – Lenten Bible Study on Zoom 

 

Thursday, March 25 

10:30 am – Bible Study, on Zoom 

 

Saturday, March 27 

12 noon – 2 pm – Pick up your April bulletin 

booklet at church, get your palm for Palm 

Sunday, and your Maundy Thursday packet for 

our service, AND get your picture taken for 

our special Easter Sunday video! 

 

Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday 

10:30 am – Worship service on Zoom.  Rev. 

Josh Heikkila, Guest Preacher. Bob Unze, 

Liturgist 

 

Next Week 

Tuesday, March 30 

10:30 am – Morning conversation and prayer, 

on Zoom.  Everyone welcome! 

 

Thursday, April 1 

10:30 am – Bible Study, on Zoom 

Zoom. 

mailto:peaceprezSLP@gmail.com


7:00 pm – Maundy Thursday service, on 

Zoom. 

 

Sunday, April 4 – Easter Sunday 

10:30 am – Worship on Zoom.  Terry Kubista, 

Liturgist 

 

 
 

 
Upcoming Birthdays 

 

 

Rosemary Hall  March 31 

Judy Huebner  March 31 

Bob Unze   April 6 

Marian Ostendorf  April 7 

Steve Howard  April 8 

 

Worship Resources 

 

You can click on this link to join the zoom 

meeting, for Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday meetings:  

https://zoom.us/j/5046768135 
  

To dial in, call 312-626-6799 (long-distance). 

The meeting ID is 504-676-8135. 

 

If you need a phone buddy, call the church 

beforehand at (952) 545-2586, leave a message 

and we will set it up for you. 

 

To watch previous worship recordings on our 

YouTube channel, go to  

www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOa5jl8xld1VtI

105h6ZRA/. They are also on our website at 

https://www.peaceprez.com/worship-

recordings/. We will continue to post Sunday 

bulletins ahead of the service on our website at 

https://www.peaceprez.com/news/publications/ 
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