
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Midweek Update for the week of 

March 28 – April 3, 2021 

Published March 31, 2021 

JOYOUS NEWS!   

 

 

Join us for Easter Sunday 

Worship on April 4 10:30 on 

Zoom and Facebook.  A special 

slideshow will feature the 

“Hallelujah Chorus” 

 

From the St. Alban’s Psalter: Mary Magdalene 

announces the new of the resurrection to the apostles 

From the Pastor 

 

THE BITTER HERB 

On our way to Easter, we go through Maundy 

Thursday. This year we will taste horseradish, 

the bitter herb, as part of our Maundy Thursday 

service. Of course, we will have the basic 

elements of communion:  bread (in this case 

unleavened bread of Matzo) and wine (grape 

juice), but this year we will also have the bitter 

herb that Jews eat at Passover. They remember 

the bitterness of slavery in Egypt and the long, 

difficult wandering in the wilderness on the way 

to the Promised Land. 

 

We have experienced bitterness this year, 

haven’t we?  First there was the pain, suffering 

and loss that came about with the 

Pandemic.  Then the awful experience of the 

killing of George Floyd right here in 

Minneapolis.  Children have lost a whole year 

of school.  Millions lost their jobs.  We have 



faced racial strife. We have experienced 

isolation and loneliness. This bitter experience 

will forever be part of our story. 

Commemorating this in the Maundy Thursday 

service will remember that just as the Israelites 

suffered – and persevered. With God’s help, we 

will make it through as well.   

 

Please join us for this special service as we hear 

again Jesus’ commandment to love one another 

(that’s what “Maundy” means:  the mandate or 

command to love).  It is love —from God and 

shared with each other — that will get is 

through.  Bitterness will be neutralized by love. 

 

See you on Thursday — and, again, on the 

glorious day of Easter on Sunday!! 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Pastor Heidi 

 

 
 

Our Maundy Thursday communion service 

commemorates Jesus’ Last Supper with his 

disciples.  Many scholars believe that the Last 

Supper was a Seder, a special meal eaten by 

Jews during Passover.  On Thursday, April 1, 

at 7:00 on Zoom and Facebook we will make 

references to some traditional foods from the 

Jewish Passover Seder meal. We will be using 

grape juice, horseradish, parsley and 

unleavened bread (Matzo). If you picked up 

your April bulletin, there was a bag included 

with these elements, and you may also wish to 

use some salt water into which you may dip the 

parsley. If you did not receive the bag, please 

call the church office and Patrice will leave a 

bag for you outside the glass doors near the 

church parking lot.   
 

Good Friday Services 

 

The Downtown Council of Churches will be 

holding a Good Friday service in Minneapolis 

at 12:00 noon on April 2nd.  The service, which 

is held at Westminster Church, will be 

livestreamed and can be viewed here: 

https://www.westminstermpls.org/worship/s

ermons/livestream/ 

 

 
Mission Updates 
 

One of the many organizations you support is 

the Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery. 

Some of their many services include immediate 

counseling of families in crisis plus long-term 

counseling with a social worker, providing safe 

places for children (0-6) to sleep, and mental 

health therapy for parents.  Below is a sad story 

with a happy ending: 

 

A mom and her one-year-old son did not have a 

home.  Every day the mother wondered 

https://www.westminstermpls.org/worship/sermons/livestream/
https://www.westminstermpls.org/worship/sermons/livestream/


where they could find a safe place to 

sleep.  Sometimes it was on a friend’s living 

room floor or a shelter when available.  One 

night they rode the bus all night to just keep 

warm.   The mother grew up homeless and she 

wanted a better life for her child. 

 

After that long sleepless night on the bus the 

mother called the Crisis Nursery. The staff 

member of the nursery knew what to do.  She 

helped the mother apply for public housing 

where she was put on a waiting list.  A few 

months later, an apartment became available for 

mother and son.  The first piece of furniture was 

a bed for the little guy. 

 

God, we are so thankful for organizations that 

know how to help those in need.  To provide 

hope when many don’t know where to turn.  To 

show love for those who feel unloved.  

 

On Easter Sunday We Will Dedicate 

Contributions to One Great Hour of 

Sharing  
 

Around the world, 

millions of people 

lack access to 

substantial food 

sources, clean water, 

sanitation, education 

and opportunity.  The 

three programs 

supported by One Great Hour of Sharing are 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian 

Hunger Program and Self-Development of 

People.  These programs work in different ways 

to assist individuals and communities in the 

United States and around the world.  As 

followers of Christ, we take time on Easter to 

support others by donating to One Great Hour 

of Sharing.  If you wish to give, please make 

your check to Peace Church with OGHS in the 

memo.   

Blessings from your Missions Committee  

 

 

Upcoming Online Workshop 

 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) office of 

Gender, Racial and Intercultural Justice has an 

online workshop scheduled for Tuesday, April 

13th at 5:00 pm CDT that will address 

terminology and practices to make the church 

more welcoming.  The program is derived from 

in-person workshops the Rev. Shanea D. 

Leonard presented in person prior to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

 

All those who may be curious about growing the 

inclusivity of their ministry context are 

welcome. We hope those who know that 

welcoming is important and need help on how 



to do it will attend. We hope those who wish to 

utilize the resources of our denomination will 

attend. And we hope those who may have felt 

alienated, forgotten, ignored, or relegated to the 

shadows of the church will attend and be 

inspired for where the church is going. 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/onli

ne-workshop-designed-to-help-presbyterians-

embrace-gender-and-iclusion/ 

 

 

Zoom Gatherings This Week 

 

Thursday, April 1 

10:30 am – Bible Study, on Zoom 

Zoom. We will be studying Mark 16: 1-8, the 

Resurrection of Jesus. 

7:00 pm – Maundy Thursday Communion 

service, on Zoom. 

 

Sunday, April 4 – Easter Sunday 

10:30 am – Worship on Zoom.  Terry Kubista, 

Liturgist 

 

If You Have Information that needs to be in the 

weekly update such as meeting dates and times, 

special events or prayer requests, please get this 

information to our office manager Patrice by 

Wednesday morning. Please email or call 

peaceprezSLP@gmail.com or 952-545-2586. 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Birthdays 
 

 

Rosemary Hall  March 31 

Judy Huebner  March 31 

Bob Unze   April 6 

Marian Ostendorf  April 7 

Steve Howard  April 8 

Aaron Councilman           April 16 

Florian Okronglis           April 18 

Sam Schmeling                April 21 

Karen Meyer   April 23 
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Calendar 

 

 

This Week 

Thursday, April 1 

10:30 am – Bible Study, on Zoom 

Zoom.  

7:00 pm – Maundy Thursday Communion 

service, on Zoom. 

 

Sunday, April 4 – Easter Sunday 

10:30 am – Worship on Zoom.  Terry Kubista, 

Liturgist 

 

Next Week 

Tuesday, April 6 

10:30 am – Morning conversation and prayer, 

on Zoom.  Everyone welcome! 

 

Thursday, April 8 

10:30 am – Bible Study, on Zoom 

Zoom. 

Sunday, April 11  

10:30 am – Worship on Zoom. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday, April 13 

10:30 am – Morning conversation and prayer, 

on Zoom.  Everyone welcome! 

 

Thursday, April 15 

10:30 am – Bible Study, on Zoom 

 

7:00 p.m. Session Meeting, on Zoom. 

 

Sunday, April 18 

10:30 am – Worship on Zoom. 

 

Saturday, April 24 

10:00 am - Book Club, on Zoom.  
 

 

 

Worship Resources 
 

You can click on this link to join the zoom 

meeting, for Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday meetings:  

https://zoom.us/j/5046768135 
  

To dial in, call 312-626-6799 (long-distance). 

The meeting ID is 504-676-8135. 

 

If you need a phone buddy, call the church 

beforehand at (952) 545-2586, leave a message 

and we will set it up for you. 

 

To watch previous worship recordings on our 

YouTube channel, go to  

www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOa5jl8xld1VtI

105h6ZRA/. They are also on our website at 

https://www.peaceprez.com/worship-

recordings/. We will continue to post Sunday 

bulletins ahead of the service on our website at 

https://www.peaceprez.com/news/publications/ 
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